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So ,  h e r e  we a r e  a g a i n .  
A n o t h e r  e d i t o r i a l .
A n o t h e r  c h a n c e  for  
t he  E d i t o r  to show 
j u s t  how l i t e r a t e  he 
is, or as is more often 
t he  c a s e ,  how 
exc e s s i ve l y  l i t t l e  he 
has  to w r i t e  a b o u t .
Well ,  suprise suprise,  
t h i s  year  the House  
h a s  b e e n
o v e r f l o w i n g  w i t h  
a c t i v i t y .  I t  a l l  s t a r t e d  b a c k  
September. . . .

Bel inda  Toes  a r r ived  as our 
new m a t r o n ,  D a p h n e  M a c l a r e n  
having lef t  at the end of  the previous  
Elect ion Term.  The word "matron" was 
immediately di sgarded as she ins is ted 
on us cal l ing her "Bel inda" (not  too 
u n n a t u r a l l y ) .  S e r i o u s l y ,  t h o u g h ,  
Bel inda Toes is a great  addi t ion to the 
H o u s e ,  and  we hope  t h a t  she  has  
s e t t l e d  in we l l  to the  u n o r t h o d o x  
su r r ou n d i n g s .

two of  our House Tutors ,  Daniel  Gil l  
a n d  N i c o l e t t a  S i m b o r o w s k i ,  w e r e  
e n g a g e d ;  t h e  m a r r i a g e  f o l l o w e d  
dur ing the Eas ter  hol idays .  The whole 
House  was i nv i t ed  to the r ec e p t i o n ,  
and it was bad luck on our  par t  (or 
was it good p l anning  on the i r s?)  that  
i t  t o ok  p l a c e  in S t r a t f o r d ,  Mi s s  
Simborowski ' s  home town.  Even so we 
w i s h  t h e m t he  g r e a t e s t  h a p p i n e s s  
toge ther .

To crown it al l ,  Mr and Mrs 
Clarke,  having d i sappeared  for  a few 
days over Exeat  in the Elect ion Term,  
r e t u r n e d  ( f r o m  C h i l e  we l a t e r  
a s ce r t a i n e d )  wi th a baby  gi r l .  They 
named her Sophia Jane.  We are very 
pleased for all  three of  them,  and are 
proud to have such a young addi t ion 
to the House.

W i t h  t h e
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t he  
s c h o o l ’s new A p p l e  
M a c i n t o s h  
c o m p u t e r s ,  we have  
been  a b l e  to d e s i g n  
t h e  l a y - o u t  o f  t he  
m a g a z i n e  o u r s e l v e s  
(in p r ev i ous  years  it 
has  been  l e f t  to the 
p r i n t e r s ) .  T h i s

c h a n g e  h a s  m e a n t  m a n y  a c r a s h  
cour se  in comput e r  handl ing  and we 
would l ike to thank Mike Kim (al ias  
Ken) for his exper t  help in this area.

Well ,  that  more or less wraps 
it up for this year  ( the cl ichds come 
thick and fast )  and normal  l i fe can be 
resumed.  Best  of  luck to next  years  
Edi to r  ( there  may be a n o t he r  young 
addi t ion to the house by then. . . )  and 
many thanks  to al l  t hose  who have  
cont r i bu t ed .

At the end of  the Lent  term, 
we rece ived  the wonder ful  news that

Thank God that ' s  over.
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Views  From The  
Study

One of  the p l e a s u r e s  of  my 
job is spending t ime in my study.  Its 
c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  e a s e s  t he  
admi n i s t r a t i o n  of  the house  and the 
view from my window offers  a special  
aspect  on the l i fe of  the school .  The 
things  a round me- objec t s ,  furni ture ,  
p i c t u r e s -  r e m i n d  me o f  p r e v i o u s  
g e n e r a t i o n s  who h a v e  b e e n  in the  
house,  as well  as those who are here 
at the moment .  There  are i tems in my 
s t u d y  w h i c h  I have  i n h e r i t e d ;  the 
desk ,  some cha i r s  and a p o r t r a i t  of  
Dame Grant .  On one wal l  the re  are 
two p i c t u r e s  w h i c h  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  
students  from the past  as well  as those 
of  the  p r e s e n t  s h a r e  c o m mo n  a ims  
and  f e e l i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  o f t e n  no t  
recogni sed because  of  the passage of 
t i me .  One  o f  t h e s e  i m a g e s  is an 
e t ch ing  ca l l ed  ' French  Cemete ry '  by 
Paul Drury,  who left  Grant ’s in 1920. 
The  o t h e r  is an o i l  p a i n t i n g  o f  a 
w o m a n  in s i l k  d r e s s  by  L a u r a  
Dub i ns ky  who l e a v e s  us thi s  t e rm.  
Both p i c tu r es  share that  high degree  
of a t t ent ion which most  visual  ar t i s ts  
can d i s p l a y .  Pau l  Drury  mus t  have  
been encouraged  to develop a t a lent  
w h i c h  m a y  t h e n  h a v e  b e e n  
u nf a s h i o n a b l e .  Boys  and g i r l s  mus t  
be encouraged  to pa r t i c ipa t e  in areas 
of  school  l i fe which may be outs ide 
the mains t r eam act iv i t i es .  Who knows 
w h e r e  t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s  may l ead  in 
future? Now is the ideal  t ime to get  
i nd i v i dua l  p o t e n t i a l  o f f  the ground;  
part  of  my job is to send that  potent ial  
in the r i g h t  d i r ec t i o n  for  each boy 
and gir l  in the house.

It  is impor tan t  for the house 
r o u t i n e  to r u n  s m o o t h l y  a n d  
u n o b t r u s i v e l y .  I have  a w o n d e r f u l  
t e a m w h o  s u p p o r t  me ,  b u t  t he

posi t ion of  my study helps too because 
I can ca t ch  pe op l e  qu i c k l y  as they 
come and go.

The  v i ew I have ,  f r om the 
w i n d o w  of  my s t u d y  c o n f i r m s  the 
need for a p lace where boys and gir ls  
can social ize in the open; Li t t le Dean' s  
Y a r d  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  c h a n c e  f o r  
" p r o m e n a d i n g " .  T h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  
ideas,  oppor tuni ty  to play informal ly,  
and  c h a n c e  to ge t  to know p e o p l e  
f rom any house  and any yea r  is ,  I

W . HA QU.YN

think,  to be applauded.  I am not 
w o r r i e d  t h a t  th i s  k i n d  of  a c t i v i t y  
l e s s e n s  h o u s e  s p i r i t .  W h a t  is 
impor tant  is that  the house provides  a 
base  where  boys  and gi r l s  not  only 
r e t r ea t  to,  but  a l so from where they 
advance ,  conf ident  that  they wil l  be 
suppor ted  in whatever  they choose  to 
do to b roaden  the i r  e x p e r i e n c e  and 
develop thei r  talents.

C.C.
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A Short  Walk in West  Ber l in
We know,  that  Berl in is a city divided into East  and West ,  and that  it 

has been the cent re  of  much specula t ion conce rn ing  the Cold War  over  the 
last  forty years ,  specula t ion constant ly refuel led by speeches  of  pres ident s ,  
chancel lors ,  pr ime minis ters  and premieres .  To most  of  the world Ber l in seems 
jus t  another  pol i t ical  symbol  and most  find it hard to bel ieve how normal  li fe 
can go on in west  Berl in amid its atmosphere of  false pol i t ical  s teadiness.  A.J.P.  
Taylor ,  the his tor ian,  wrote af ter  World War II: "The history of  Germany is a 
hi s tory  of  ex t remes .  It con t a ins  eve ry t h ing  excep t  mode ra t i on ,  and in the 
course of  a thousand years  the Germans  have exper i enced  eve ry t h ing  except  
normal i ty . "

On the recent  School  expedi t ion to West  Berl in I observed an apparent  
normal i ty ,  which aga ins t  a background of  the Ber l in of  the Empi re  and the 
Th i rd  Re i ch ,  t o g e t h e r  wi th the wa l l ,  makes  a f a s c i n a t i n g  and  a w e s om e  
combina t ion .

One day I fol lowed the wall with a fr iend,  from the Reichs tag,  the old 
par l i ament  bui ld ing,  past  the Brandenburg Gate,  then the undi s turbed  s i te of 
an SS bui lding,  through the di s t r i c t  Kreuzberg and eventua l ly  to Checkpoi n t  
Charl ie,  the famous checkpoint  between East  and West .

The Re i ch s t a g  has had a var i ed  and i m p o r t a n t  ro le  in Ge r ma ny ' s  
his tory since it was completed in 1894, during the reign of Kaiser  Wi lhelm 
who decided to give the people more of a say in the running of  the count ry  in 
the form of a par l i ament  based in The Reichs tag (in pract ice it was an act  of  
s e l f - s ec u r i t y  than k i n d n e s s ) .  In fac t  the p a r l i a m e n t  p l a ye d  l i t t l e  pa r t  in 
running  the count ry .  However ,  the Kai ser  had been over th rown af t e r  Wor ld  
War I. The Weimar  Republ ic  used the bui lding as the par l i ament  house where 
it s tood unti l  burnt  down in 1933, giving Hit ler  an excuse to take power .  It 
houses a museum and overlooks the Wall ,  its statues seeming at one point  to be 
peer ing down onto an Eas t  German guard  tower .  There  are grand wrought  
iron lamps which once l ined a s t reet ,  now divided;  even some of  the bui ldings  
once on the other  side of  the road are now on the Other Side.

In s i g h t  o f  the  R e i c h s t a g  and  f i v e  m i n u t e s  w a l k  a w a y  is t he  
Brandenburg Gate (Brandenburger  Tor).  It was one of  the gates  into the old 
c i t y  of  Be r l i n  and was m o d e l l e d  on the P r o p y l a e a ,  the e n t r a n c e  to the 
Acropol is ,  but is now in the centre of the city,  on the Eas t s ide of  the Wall .  
Plat forms,  giving the tour i s t s  a bet ter  view of the magni f i cent  gate and the 
Eas t ,  are  p o s i t i on ed  j u s t  in f ront  of  warn i ng  s igns  on the Wes t e r n  s ide ,  
informing one that  "you are now leaving West  Berl in" ("Sie ver lassen j e t z t  
West  Berl in") .  The Gate once stood ast r ide a huge avenue which was meant  to 
have crossed the whole of  Germany,  but  this plan of  Hi t l er ' s  was never  car r ied 
out ,  wi th the "Unter  den Linden" ( the or iginal  name given to the avenue  by 
the "Great  Elector" Freder ich Wilhelm) on the East  side becoming the "Strasse 
des 17 J u n i ” (in commemorat ion of the 1953 upris ing in East  Ber l in)  on the 
West. O
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The pa t h  by the Wal l  then led us t h r ough  the T i e r g a r t e n  pas t  a 
f l a t t e n e d  SS HQ,  now le f t  as a mo n u me n t  for  t hose  who d i ed ,  and into 
Kreuzberg,  probably the most  famous of  all  West  Ber l in’s twelve dist r icts .  It 
was once a r ich l iving quar te r  close to the cent re of  the Ci ty,  but  now the 
large te r r aced  houses  on wide avenues  are inhabi t ed  by the poores t  members  
of  Ber l in society,  notably the Turks and other  immigrants .  It is also the cent re 
of  "al t ernat ive Ber l in" ,  where the ar t i s ts  of  Berl in gather;  it is in fact  one of 
the only open examples  of  a social  r evolut ion against  the divi sion of  Germany.

Our Work showed us that  the Wall  cut the ci ty in two and how the West  
Ber l iners  were obvious ly  unwi l l ing to accept  it.  Fi rs t  we came upon tram l ines 
abrupt ly  cut  off  by the Wall  and then a row of shops,  once l ining a grand 
bou l eva rd ,  s t i l l  s e rv ing  cus tomers  some ten met res  in f ront  of  the graf f i t i  
covered Wall.

Our  s ho r t  walk  e nde d  at  C h e c k p o i n t  C h a r l i e  and i t s  f a s c i n a t i n g  
museum.  Here the real i t i es  of  the Wall  were pointed out ,  and the otherwise 
inv i s i b l e ,  p r eca r i ous  s i tua t ion in and around West  Ber l in was s t ressed.  As 
A.J .P.  Taylor  s tated,  the Germans have never  exper ienced normal i ty;  but  now 
under  the shadow of  this g r o t e sque  monument  to po l i t i c a l  d i f f e r en c e s ,  it 
seems that  they are jus t  t rying to get on with thei r  l ives.

Mark Dummet t



B o o t p o l i s h ,  B r y l c r e e m  and Oy s t e r s

Back in the Play term,  heated 
discussions as to what play we should 
put  on in the summer ,  occupied many 
a long lunch hour.  Ol iver  Hicks,  our 
beloved di rector ,  f inal ly decided on, 
"The Magi s t r a t e" ,  an Or ig ina l  Farce 
by Ar thur  W. P inero .  His copy was 
qu i c k l y  pa s s e d  round  and read and 
met  wi th  ge n e r a l  app r ov a l .  Gr an t ' s  
however ,  was not  able to supply the 
b u d g e t  n o r  t he  a c t o r s  f o r  s uc h  a 
product ion.  Famed thespians  such as 
Jason Tann and Sean O'Hara would be 
occupied with exams at the t ime.  It 
was dec ided that  we should team up 
wi th  a n o t h e r  h o us e .  L i d d e l l ' s  was 
appr oac hed  and,  na t u r a l l y  honoured  
by the  o f f e r  to w o r k  w i t h  us ,  
accepted.

Whi le  Ol iver  beavered  away 
o r g a n i s i n g  t h e  a u d i t i o n s ,  t he  
a l l o c a t i o n  of  p a r t s ,  and  r e h e a r s a l  
t i m i n g ,  C h r i s  B r e n t  s e t  a b o u t  
d e s i g n i n g  t he  s e t ,  a n d ,  w i t h  h i s  
d e t e r m i n e d  b a n d  of  c a r p e n t e r s ,  
bui lding it. But  in order  to have three 
di f ferent  sets for the three d i f fe rent  
locat ions of the play,  and still take as 
l i t t l e  t i me  as p o s s i b l e  to c h a n g e  
scenes,  the sets had to be flown; that 
is ,  m o un t e d  on wi r es  so t ha t  they 
could be hauled up into the cei l ing.  
This caused problems with stabi l i ty.

At  t he  end  o f  t he  E a s t e r  
hol idays,  it was beginning to occur  to 
t he  c a s t  t h a t  m a y b e  l e a r n i n g  the  
l ines  would  be a d v a n t ag e o u s  to the 
g en e r a l  run of  the p r o d u c t i o n ;  the 
f i rs t  night  was only about  four weeks 
a w a y .  The  r e h e a r s a l s  s l i p p e d  by.  
Scripts were f inal ly discarded.  Slowly 
but  surely the play was taking shape.

B u t  j u s t  w h e n  r e h e a r s a l s  
were beginning to end with sat i sf ied 
smi l es ,  i ns t ead  of  gr im exp r e s s i ons  
and labor ious  reci ta l s  of  "Learn your

l i n e s " ,  r u m o u r s  b e g a n  to c i r c u l a t e  
about  "That  disast rous product ion. . . . " .  
The whole world was against  us! But 
even wi th thi s  hang i ng  over  us,  we 
pushed on,  de termined that  it could be 
a success af ter  all.

The  f i n a l  w e e k  o f  t he  
r e h e a r s a l s  m e a n t  l a t e  n i g h t s  a l l  
round,  as all  i nvolved worked into the 
ear ly  hours  p o l i s h i ng  up l i nes ,  and 
m o u n t i n g  and p a i n t i n g  the s e t . T h e  
c o s t u m e s  a r r i v e d  f o r  t h e  d r e s s  
r e h e a r s a l s  a d d i n g  t h e  f i n i s h i n g  
t ouc hes .  The set  l ooke d  g r ea t  ( i f  a 
litt le wobbly!).

T h e  e v e n i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
pe r fo rmance  ar r ived .  Sus ie  Goldr ing  
h a d  o r g a n i s e d  a p r o p - t a b l e ,  a n d  
guarded it r e lent less ly.  Girls  splashed 
on make-up,  as the j ud i c i ous  Kieron 
Conno l l y  s t a l ked  th rough  the Green 
r o o m  s n a p p i n g  p h o t o s  a t  a l l  t oo  
f r e q u e n t  e m b a r r a s s i n g  m o m e n t s .  
Seven thi r ty came.  The crew took up 
thei r  posi t ions.  The cur tain rose,  and. .

__ it was  a s u c c e s s !  The
laughte r  came f r equen t ly  and a lmos t  
a lways  in the r i gh t  p l aces .  Even Mr 
P y a t t ' s  b a c k s t a g e  a d - l i b b i n g  du r i ng  
the somewha t  l engthy  scene  changes ,  
ra i sed a smile or two,  cover ing up the 
l o u d  b a n g i n g s ,  r u m b l i n g s  a n d  
v e h e m e n t  c u r s e s  w h i c h  t ook  p l a c e  
anyway.

The p e r f o r ma nc e s  went  more 
or  l e s s  to p l a n ,  r e c e i v i n g  r i o t o u s  
a p p l a u s e  a t  t he  e n d .  E v e n  the  
t emptat ion to play up to the audience 
was well avoided.  It had been a great  
produc t i on ,  and we had had great  fun 
staging it. It has set  a new s tandard 
of  house play which I do not  expect  to 
see equal led for some time yet.

Colonel  Lukyn,  
alias Mat thew Boyd
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Top: Matthew Boyd as Colonel Lukyn. Above: P-D Conway as Mr Wormington.
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"Mr.  C o l l o n y ’s hair  is b e a ut i f u l . . . "
by

Dom in ic  Con no l ly

"Listen to this.  I got  Form 2A Engl ish to include the word 'hair '  in a 
sentence and one of them put: 'Mr. Col lony' s  hai r  is beaut i ful ' . "  The two other  
t eachers  in the s taf f  room,  Mr Muzanenhamo and Mr Mus i nake ,  bur s t  out  
l a u g h i n g  whi l e  I,  in red ink ,  c o r r e c t  the s p e l l i n g  of  my name  and add 
alongside the compl iment ,  "Very good.  Thank you."

"I have many hai rs  in my p r av i t e  place."  another  chi ld has wr i t t en,  
and again there is a roar  of  laughter .

I never  
Afr ica.  In fact ,  
dayroom.  There 
and always the 
t h rough . "

r ea l i s ed  t each ing  
being in the s taf f  

are the same swear 
cons tant  complaint

could be so much fun,  e spe c i a l l y  not  in 
room is not  unl ike being back in Gr an t ’s 
words fol lowed by "I'm late for my class",  
..." and I 've got  al l  this homework  to get

But,  of  course,  the di f ferences  between Matere ra  Secondary School ,  
Zimbabwe and Wes tmins ter  vast ly outnumber  the s imi lar i t i es .

I ar r ived in Zimbabwe at the beginning of  January as par t  of  Schools  
Par tnership Wor ldwide .  There are thi r ty one of us (most ly ex-publ i c  school)  
who came to teach in rural  schools  for two terms before  r e tu rn i ng  home to 
univers i ty.  As I had earned the money for my f l ight  by working at Hamley ' s  
dur ing the Chr i s tmas  rush my f i r s t  two exper i ences  of  work coul d  hardly  
have been more  di f f e ren t .

Materera Secondary School  is si tuated in the Chiota Tribal  Trust  Land 
about  thi r ty mi les  south of  the capi ta l ,  Harare.  The Tr ibal  Trus t  Lands ,  or 
Communal  Lands  as they are known,  are the agr i cu l tu r a l l y  poorer  areas  that  
the whi te set t lers  decided not  to farm and have remained solely inhabi t ed  by 
Afr icans .  The only whi te  people  l iving in Chio t a  are European  teacher s  on 
sho r t  t e rm c o n t r a c t s ;  the wh i t e  Z i m b a b w e a n s  who have  r e m a i n e d  s i nce  
Independence  in 1980 rare ly choos ing to pass through the Communal  Land.

The l ands  are t e rmed "communal"  because  they are l a rge  areas  in 
which any fa rmer  can graze his ca t t l e  and upon which anyone  can bui ld  a 
hut  and plant  a garden.  As the school  is not  separa t ed  from the Communal  
Land  c a t t l e  s o m e t i m e s  g r aze  r i g h t  t h r ou g h  the c o m p o u n d ,  a n g e r i n g  the 
teachers  who throw stones  to protec t  thei r  veget ab le  plot s  and amusing the 
chi ldren.  I must  admit  I enjoy the slow pass ing of  the cons t an t ly  munching 
herd and the boys with the whips;  it is so di f ferent  from the Sanctuary ,  Green 
and Yard. O
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M a t e r e r a  S ec o n d a r y  Schoo l  was b u i l t  s ix yea r s  ago by the l oca l  
parent s  as par t  of  the educa t iona l  revolut ion that  has swept  Zimbabwe since 
I n d e p e n d e n c e .  The  p r im a r y  s choo l  was bu i l t  in 1927 but  the R h o d e s i a n  
Government  does not  appear  to have been in t eres ted  in provid ing  secondary 
educat ion in Afr ican areas.  Before 1980 there were only 177 secondary schools  
in the ent i re  c o u n t r y —  now the are 1,400.  To apply this change there have 
obvious ly  had to be many more t eachers  which is where Schools  Par tner sh ip  
Wor ldwide fi ts in. All  thi r ty one of  us were sent  in pairs or threes to schools  in 
the rural  areas  of  eas tern Zimbabwe where the nat ive l anguage is Shona.  For  
the f i rs t  term I was par tnered  with a girl  cal led Harr iet ,  whom I met for the 
f i rs t  t ime the day before  we were dr iven to Materera .  She has now re turned to 
England,  however ,  and I am alone.

The area around Matere ra  is,  in some Schools  Par tner sh ip  t eachers '  
eyes ,  d i s ap po i n t i n g l y  un -Af r i can  in tha t  it does  not  look too much l ike a 
European vis ion of  Afr ica.  There are no plains of  long grass where l ions s talk 
thei r  prey or wi ldebees t  are chased by thei r  own clouds of dust .  There is no 
deser t  and there is no jungle .  In fact  the scenery is very s imi lar  to par t s  of 
the New Forest .  Blue r insed grannies  could replace the Afr icans ,  tea rooms 
replace the farms and ponies ,  replace the cat t le and I could swear  I was on 
the A337 to Lyndhurs t .  But the A337 is a tarred road and there a r en’t any of 
those for many,  many mi les .  Only gravel  roads di ssect  the repet i t ious  sparse 
bush and shrub,  wi th its maize plots,  vegetable  gardens and "mud" huts.

Al though close to Harare,  Materera is di f f i cul t  to get  to. Apparent ly 
there are three buses  a day that  pass hal f  a mile from the school  but  the t imes 
are never  speci f i c  so t rave l l i ng involves  a lot  of  wai t ing and of ten walking if 
the only bus does not  go as far as desi red.  The only other  way of  t ravel l ing is 
h i t ch-h ik i ng .  It  is usual ly  free,  a l though somet imes  the dr ivers  wi l l  charge.

c>
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It ' s a great  deal  safer  than in Europe and much more common.  Being 
sqaushed into the back of  a s ta t ion wagon with seven other  t r ave l l e r s  is a 
great  way of  meet ing people ,  but  hardly compensa t ion  for  two hours  wai t ing 
on our  gravel  road for a vehicle  to appear .  The rural  people  are r ight  when 
they say "Transpor t  is a problem".  I swear  I wil l  never  complain about  London 
Transpor t  again.

Because it is so hard to get  anywhere my pay of 300 Zimbabwe dol lars  
a month (about  £90) goes a long way.  There is nothing to spend it  on in the 
local  a rea .  Food is ex t r e me l y  cheap  and,  apa r t  f rom v e g e t a b l e s  f rom the 
surrounding f ields,  is only avai lable from stores two miles away.  I am forced 
to live like a local ,  but  of  course,  I do take precaut ions .  I wil l  never  be immune 
to the vi ruses  they are.  The water  comes from a well  about  hal f  a mi le away 
and I boil  or "puri tab" it. There is also no elect r ici ty for about  f ive miles so I 
make the most  of  the dayl ight  hours and use candles  and paraf f in  lamps af ter  
dark.  At first  it was a shock to real ise that  I would be l iving in a concrete cel l  
( just  a door ,  a window and a cor rugat ed i ron roof)  wi th none of  the home 
comfor t s  I now consider  to be luxuries .  But knowing that  this would be my 
home for the next  seven months it was surpr i s ingly easy to adapt .  I wash in a 
b a s i n  o w n e d  by t h e  s c i e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t  ( t h e  s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r  Mr 
Muzanenhamo shares  the house with me) and cook on a paraf f in  stove.

I mp r ov i sa t i o n  is a theme of  educa t i on  in rura l  a r eas  b e c a u s e  the 
schools do not  have many faci l i t ies .  It is a theme of  adapt ing to l iving here 
too; my wardrobe is made from st r ing and a branch:  my ki t chen table is a door  
res t ing on the skeleton of  another  table:  and I sleep in a s leeping bag on an 
air bed on the floor of  a room the size of a Grant ' s  study.

Secondary schools consist  of four forms.  Forms One and Two have two 
classes  of  over  forty chi ldren each,  whi le Forms Three  and Four  have only 
one class  each,  and that  of  only thi r ty pupi l s .  This  par t l y  demons t r a t e s ,  I 
t h i n k ,  the  r e c e n t  g r o w i n g  d e s i r e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  and  a l s o  t he  r a p i d l y  
i nc reas ing  younger  popu l a t i on .  Indeed Zi mbabwe  cur r en t ly  has the h ighes t  
popula t i on  growth rate in Af r i ca  at about  three per  cent  per  year .  I teach 
Engl ish and Geography to Forms 2A and 2B, who will take their  ZJC (Zimbabwe 
Junior  Cer t i f i ca te)  exams in November ,  Geography to Form Three ,  and Engl i sh 
to Form Four who wil l  be doing O-levels  in November .  Now that  Harr iet  has 
left  I am also taking some of her classes in O-level  maths.

The school ,  therefore,  consists  of  six cl assrooms and a s taf f - room the 
size of  a moni tor ' s  study in Fernie  or Buckenhi l l .  The teachers '  homes are only 
one hundred met res  away,  the s t andard  t eacher s '  houses  cons i s t i ng  of  f ive 
concrete  rooms and a hal l .  School  star t s  at ten to eight  every morning,  with 
assembl ies  on Monday,  Wednesday and Fr iday.  Each week a d i f fe rent  t eacher  
holds assembly,  s tanding on a concre te  slab and ins t ruc t ing  the chi ldren to 
sing the nat ional  anthem ("Ishe Komborera Africa" - "God Bless Afr ica") ,  with 
the pupi l s  fa l l ing na tura l ly  into four  par t  harmony.  This is fo l l owed by the 
Lord' s  Prayer  and readings  from the Bible.  We all s tand beneath the shady 
trees in f ront  of the school  as the sun casts long shadows and the wind blows.  
One pupi l  de sc r i be d  the expe r i ence  wel l  when he had to de f i ne  the word 
"peace".  He wrote:  "We find it when we sing the Nat ional  Anthem." And that  is 
true. O
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At the end of the day ( twenty past  three,  or four  o ' clock)  the girls 
sweep out  the c l ass rooms with leafy branches.  Boys would never do it. Women 
have to do a great  deal  of  the work in the Communal  Lands,  often having to 
t e n d  the  f a r ms  and  l ook  a f t e r  the  c h i l d r e n  by t h e m s e l v e s  w h i l e  t h e i r  
husbands  are away working  in Harare .

I am nine teen years  old now and would feel  qui te secure t eaching kids 
unt i l  their  16 plus exams,  but  here age is not  so important .  I know for a fact  
that  the head boy,  Cosmos,  is twenty three and I wouldn' t  be surpr ised to f ind 
that  hal f  of  Form Four  (and even a few in the lower  forms)  turned nine teen 
before  I did.  It is unnerv ing  knowing that  I am order ing people  older  than I 
am, and at nineteen a couple of years is a lot .  But the pupi l s  respect  authori ty,  
thank goodnes s .  In fac t  they are made to r e s pe c t  i t .  Bea t ing  is common,  
though mos t ly  a dmi n i s t e r e d  by the headmas ter .  I have never  beaten anyone 
and doubt  I ever  wi l l ,  al though the pupi l s  expect  to be caned if  they are a 
n u i s a n c e .  The  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  in the s c h o o l  f i r ml y  b e l i e v e  t ha t  Af r i c a n  
chi ldren must  be beaten to make them learn.  I disagree .

All  the pupi l s  in Materera  l ive off  the land in what  we would call  mud 
huts,  which are tha tched,  c i rcular ,  about  f ive metres  in diameter  and often 
have an inbui l t  bench running  around the ins ide .  Or ig ina l ly  the mud was a 
compacted and dr ied mixture of  earth and cow dung cal led "daga",  but  today 
many of  the newer  huts are made of  br ick.  In the middle of  the hut  there is a 
hole in the cons t an t ly  clean and smooth f loor  where there is a log fire which 
provides  the heat  for  the cooking and warmth at night .  The smoke r ises  and 
f i l ters  through the top of  the conical  s t raw roof,  but  of ten the huts are smoky 
and,  because windows are scarce,  usual ly dark.  A family (often extended due to 
g r andpa r en t s ,  aunt s ,  unc l es  and the i r  ch i ldren  —  and r emember  po lygamy is 
legal  and common here)  wil l  take up a few huts,  whi le r i cher  fami l i es  may 
have a proper  concre t e  bui ld ing .

As well  as school  work the pupi l s  wil l  also do some work in the nearby 
fields.  It is not  uncommon for pupi l s  to get  up before sunrise to take the cat t le 
to the pas ture or feed the chickens  before set t ing off  for school .  Af ter  school  
they must  re turn home to do more work.  This resul t s  in homework  not  being 
done,  so many chi ldren wil l  work in lessons or in breaks  so that  they can keep 
up.  The pupi l s  are much keener  than Engl i sh ones and bet ter  behaved.  They 
make up in eagerness  what  they lack in good for tune.  But  the resul t s  are poor.  
Last  year  out  of thi r ty chi ldren only one or two passed each subject ,  and it was 
usual  for most  people to obtain a st r ing of  "U's".  There are many reasons for 
this but  I think the pr inc ipa l  one is pover ty.  The pupi l s  have to work hard on 
thei r  farms and of ten the i r  parent s  do not  speak Engl i sh.  Parents  want  the 
bes t  for  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  bu t  hav i ng  not  e x p e r i e n c e d  s ec o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  
themselves  they of ten do not  know how to help them,  and outs ide school  there 
is no need for chi ldren to speak Engl ish.  Everyone they meet  (apar t  from the 
European teachers)  is Shona.  But  if a chi ld does not  have a grasp of  Engl ish he 
canno t  succeed  in any sub j ec t  apar t  f rom Shona.  All  other  l essons  are in 
English. And all exams are in English. O
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Materera  pupi l s  are poor .  They come to school  in torn c lo thes  and 
barefoot .  They are supposed to wear  a uniform but  the ext ra  clothes  cannot  be 
af forded.  If  a pupi l  does wear  a uniform he can of ten be seen wear ing it at 
weekends  and in hol idays .  To help pay for the revo lu t ion  in educa t ion  the 
Government  has imposed  smal l  school  fees ,  but  in Mate r e r a  the fees  have 
taken a whole term to col lect  and most  of  the chi ldren have at  one t ime or 
another  been sent  home to col l ec t  the money and told not  to r e turn unt i l  they 
have done so. This may seem harsh but  last  year  the school  lost  two Zimbabwe 
dol lars  through fees not  being paid and that  money could have bought  text  
books for everyone.  At the moment  I have to wr i te  notes  on the board and 
show the pupi l s  pic tures  from jus t  one text  book.  There  are enough exerc i se  
books and Biros,  desks and st icks of  chalk,  but  hardly anything in the way of  
teaching equipment for practical lessons. O
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The pup i l s ,  however ,  a lways  seem happy and look very hea l thy .  I 
have even found that  Af r i cans  genera l ly  look hea l th ie r  than most  Europeans  
I see.  They are also much more fr iendly.  When passing they wil l  a lways  greet  
me and be impressed when I reply in Shona.  If I am going to the local  s tore I 
wil l  be offered drinks and made to feel very welcome.  This is not  done for me 
because  I am cons ide red  something specia l  in the ne ighbourhood ,  they are 
also kind and helpful  to each other ,  knowing that  they,  too,  wil l  be helped in 
t imes of  need.  There is what  is cal led a spir i t  of "oneness" or "uni ty".  I am 
s o m e t i m e s  o f f e r e d  food  by c o m p l e t e  s t r a n g e r s .  N o - o n e  s eems  to be as 
p o s se s s iv e  of  any t h i n g  as we Eur opea ns  are.  At the same t ime the whi te  
Z i mbabweans  I have met  have been equal ly  kind and hospi t able .  They wil l  
of ten go out  of  thei r  way to p lease ,  but  can be unpleasant ly  shocked when 
they hear  where and wi th whom I am working.  "I would never  do it mysel f  
but  I admire you for doing it ," they say.  Perhaps it is not so harsh for me as 
they think because  I was not  brought  up in Rhodes ia .  Somet imes  I think there 
is a lmos t  as grea t  a d i f f e rence  between the whi tes  and me as be tween the 
blacks  and me.

Being a European at Materera  invi tes  a lot  of  memorable  occurrences .  
Many of  the p r i m a r y  s choo l  c h i l d r en  may not  have  seen a whi t e  pe r son  
before ,  or if they have they have never  touched one.  I was once approached 
by a b o u t  ten six yea r  o lds  who w an t ed  to s hake  my hand.  They  s l owl y  
approached  wi th nervous  exc i t ement  and the braves t  held out  a hand.  When 
the moment  of  con t ac t  came they all  ran back screaming.  But  they re turned  
and this t ime wanted to feel  my hair.  Younger  chi ldren often jus t  s tare at me 
and some may even back of f  looking f r ightened.  However ,  the ones who know 
me always get exci ted when they see me. "Hello,  Mr Connol ly,  how are you?" 
they wil l  shout .  For some that  will  be the only Engl ish they know.

The r e  have  been  o t he r  odd e x p e r i e n c e s  tha t  are  not  so p l e a s i ng .  
Letween,  a girl  in Form Four ,  asked Harr iet  and I what  chemicals  we put  in 
our hair  to make it s t raight  and,  in Harr iet ' s  case,  blonde.  It is a pi ty that  some 
people want  to escape from their  own cul ture.  Letween l ives a way of  l i fe and 
in a cul ture that  I find at t ract ive.  There always seems to be some t ime to do 
eve ry t h ing  and people  are re laxed.

So far I have great ly  enjoyed being in Zimbabwe.  I enjoy teaching 
and want  to see "my kids" progress.  I somet imes feel l ike a father  to many of 
them.  I love the fact  that  I am so welcomed wherever  I go. People seem to be 
very pleased to see me,  jus t  because  I am me. Perhaps the greates t  thing is the 
educa t ion that  I rece ive  from the locals .  I was recent ly  t eaching farming to 
Form 2, and rea l i sed  I was learning as much as I was teaching because  they 
could b r i e f  me from f i r s t  hand exper i ence  on semi - subs i s t ence  farming.  I am 
a lways  p i ck ing  up new words  in Shona,  and under s t and i ng  the people  and 
the i r  cus toms  more  and more.  By Sep tember  I th ink I wi l l  be a d i f f e r en t  
person from the one I was in January.  I shal l  be more aware of  the way of  l i fe 
of  most  people in the world.
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Dog On Arr iva l
I have a f r iend who works at Heathrow and one day a dog in a t rave l l i ng 

case a r r ived from Amer ica .  There  was nothing unusual  about  that  because  he 
del t  with quarant ine .  However ,  the fo l lowing is unusual :  the box had been 
damaged dur ing the f l ight ,  los ing its labels  amongs t  other  things .  My f r iend 
did not  expect  this to have ki l led the dog,  which it appeared to have done.  I 
mean,  the dog was clear ly dead.

My fr iend was left  with a dead dog and its former owner ,  a Mrs Bi l l ings ,  
on her  way to col lec t  her  "Vi tus" ,  unaware  of  the present  c i rcums tances ,  and 
to cap it all ,  if there was one thing my fr iend hated,  it was farce.

He rang a lawyer  he knew,  who sugges ted he replace  the dog wi th one as 
s imi lar  as they could f ind in the hour  before Mrs Bi l l ings  ar r ived.

"Br i l l i ant !  She hasn ' t  seen the dog for  a few years  - and i t ' s  been in 
Amer ica - so natura l ly it wi l l  have changed!"  was the mental i ty  behind it.

My f r iend rushed out  and bought  the most  s imi lar  dog he could f ind in 
Hounslow.  However ,  when he proudly presented "Vi tus" (Mk.  II) in its new 
t r ave l l i ng  case  (he ld  r a t he r  ne r vous l y )  Mrs Bi l l i ngs  s t umb l ed  b a c k w a r ds ,  
keeled over and passed out.

"Oh, that ' s terrific! One dead dog,  one comatosed Gran and a spaniel  that ' s 
on loan for the afternoon.  For God’s sake,  help me!" he shouted to his ass is tant .

"Send it back",  she repl ied.
"Oh, great! We' l l  jus t  throw the old bat  in the case arwi send her  to the 

States with a label reading, 'RETURN TO SENDER, ADDRESS UNKNOWN’ and hope 
nobody not ices  the di f fe rence . "

"No, send the dog back!"
"Forget  the dogs.  We' l l  send them down to cater ing or give them to a local  

school."
It was only af ter  the dead dog had been shoved down a chute onto the 

carousel  and the l iving one was under  the baggage  cont rol  camera  that  Mrs 
Bi l l ings woke up to tell  my ever  decreasing f r iend that  she had gone to col lec t  
her dead dog which had died in America,  so that  it could be bur ied in England!

Kieron  Connolly



S e l f - A n a l y s i s

Sit  there and think,
Try and make sense of  things:

Your behaviour  - does it
Cor respond with your  pr inciples ;  your  aims;  your idea of  yoursel f? 

Find a pa t t e rn  that  somehow makes it r ight  - your  behaviour  
I mean.  Only because it is more consistent .

Conten tment  in consis tency. . .  why?
So it makes it easier  for one to know you.

You are more predi c t ab l e  and therefore  more access ib le
As a friend.

Conten tment  too at analys ing a f r iend or someone else,
You f ind a pat tern,  but  now it is more cr i t ical  - and easier.  

Your own was more di f f icul t  - too del icate.
But  you have yet  managed - with a few concess ions  - to make 

A cons i s t en t  character .
You resolve  to fol low your new pr inciples  

And work wi thin your  new charac t e r  for  about  
An hour .

Rajah
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With S h a n k l y  in the Sky
HARRISON, PETER ANDREW (BLANEY),  APRIL 15, 1989.

'What can I  say Son,  I 'm devastated,  I love you very much,  I 'm going to miss  
you t err ib ly  but  don' t  you be w o r r y i n g . Shanks  and my old mate Bi l l y  Swan  
wil l  look af ter  you in your  new home,  goodnight  God bless  Son,  you ' l l  never  
walk alone. '

Your Dad,  GERRY BLANEY

Nearly four  thousand not ices  l ike the ones above were packed into twenty-  
five pages of  The Liverpool  Echo Memorial  Edi t ion on Apri l  28, together  with 
repor t s  of  services  at the ci ty' s  cathedral s  and photographs  of  Merseys ide ' s  
t r ibutes to the dead of  Hi l l sborough.

Less than four years earl ier ,  on June 8 1985, thousands of  Liverpool  Footbal l  
C l ub ' s  s u p p o r t e r s ,  many w e a r in g  the C l ub ' s  r ed  and wh i t e  c o l o u r s ,  had 
ga thered in the Angl ican ca thedra l  for an Ecumer i ca l  Service  in Sorrow and 
Peni t ence in Hope of  Reconc i l i a t i on ,  ten days af ter  the scenes  of  hor ror  in the 
Heysel  Stadium from which the world had recoi led.  'We have a deep sense of 
sadness , ’ said the Dean of Liverpool ,  ' that the good name of  Liverpool ,  the good 
name of Br i ta in,  has been di shonoured.  In our sorrow we seek reconc i l i a t i on . '

accept  that  Liverpool  F.C.  had shown true peni tence ,  and that  r econc i l i a t ion  
had been a ch i eved ,  came the d r eadf u l  blow of  the Hi l l sb o r ou g h  d i s a s t e r -  
n i n e t y - f i v e  c h i l d r en ,  women and men c r u s he d  to dea t h  in c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
dreadful ly remini scent  of Heysel .

Among the charges  of  neg l igence  and counter -  charges  of  i n d i s c i p l i ne  that  
fo l l owed , t hankfu l ly  there were none of  v io l ence  invo l v ing  suppor t e r s  of 
Liverpool  and Not t ingham Forest .  The judi c ia l  enqui ry wil l  sort  out  why the 
F.A.  Cup Semi-Final  on Apri l  15 went  so wrong.  But  what  of  the gr i e f  that  
over took f ami l i es  and f r iends ,  club and communi t y?  How would there loss 
be answered? O
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The r esponse  in the ci ty and from symphath i ser s  al l  over  the count ry and 
the wor ld  was i n s t i nc t i ve  and immedi a t e .  Old r i va l r i e s ,  old grudges  were 
forgot t en as the gates  at Anf ield,  the Kop,  and the goal  in f ront  of  it were 
hung with scarves ,  f lags and mementoes  of  all kinds and from all clubs;  the 
pi tch was ca rpe ted  with f lowers  from goal - l ine  to cent re-  c i rc le  and money 
poured into the Hi l l sborough Disaster  Memorial  Fund.  Not ices,  too,  of which 
those in the Memorial  Edi t ion were only a select ion,  f i l led the columns of  The 
Liverpool  Echo day after  day,  commemora t ing individuals  and the fans as a 
whole,  l ined up to pay thei r  respect  l ike the pat ient  queues at Anfield.

The words ,  most  f r equent ly  found in them,  by way of  conso la t i on ,  were 
"You' l l  Never  Walk Alone" the song that  had accompani ed  the club on its 
j ourney back tp the Fi rs t  Divi s ion in 1962,  and which had remained to become 
the c lub ' s  an them,  sung in vic tory and defea t  by the mighty choi r  on the Kop- 
words  c rowning  the magn i f i cen t  wrought - i ron  gates  out s ide  the main stand.

The name of  the manager  to whose memory the gates were dedicated,  Bil l  
Shankly,  also appeared many t imes: 'To Pat  Tomo,  a good Kopite,  now rest ing 
with Shanks '  , 'wi th a l iver  bird on my chest ,  for these are men,  Bi l l  Shankly’s 
best ' ,  ' so look around your garden,  Lord,  Bil l  Shankly you wil l  find,  tell him 
new f r iends  have ar r ived,  our Stephen and Gary side by s ide’, 'wi th your head 
held high,  now with Shankly in the sky' .  They test i fy to the t rust  people sti l l  
have in the man and his p r in c i p l e s .  These  were s impl e .  'The soc i a l i sm I 
bel ieve in is not  real ly pol i t ics, '  he said, '  it is a way of l iving,  it is humanity.  I 
bel ieve the only way to l ive and be truly successful  is by col lec t ive  effor t ,  
wi th e ve r yone  work i ng  for  each other ,  and eve ryone  having a share of  the 
rewards  at the end of the day. '

People  l aughed when he said that  footbal l  was more impor tant  than l i fe and 
death.  How typical  of  the man's obsession with the game! They did not see the 
t ruth it con t a ined  because  they did not  unders tand what  Shankly had done for 
Li verpool ,  the club and the ci ty,  between 1959 and 1974,  the years  of  his 
m a n a g e r s h i p .  By m a k i n g  t he  s u p p o r t e r s  a w a r e  o f  t he  v a l u e  o f  t h e i r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the t e a m ' s  s u cc e s s ,  he i n v o l v e d  them in the p r oc e s s  of 
' co l l ec t i ve  ef for t ' ,  the r esu l t  was a sense of  cont inuous  ach i evement  which 
drew the communi ty  and thw club together  in a reassurance  that  is, i ts f inest  
express ion,  could t ranscend victory and defeat ,  l i fe and death.  When Liverpool  
suppor ter s  commend thei r  loved ones to the care of  Shanks they do so not  in 
the cer t a in ty  that  he wi l l  be there to make them feel  at home in the af te r - l i f e ,  
but  in the be l i e f  that  if anyone could do so that  person would be Shankly.

HEWITT, CARL DARREN, NICHOLAS MICHAEL, APRIL 15 1989.

- t ragical ly  at Hi l l sborough , (brothers  aged 18 and 16 years  , o f  Oadby,  
L e i c e s t e r s h i r e .) two f i n e  boys,  two genuine  L i ve rpoo l  suppor t ers  who were  
f r o m outs ide  o f  the Merseys ide  /North West  area,  including the lovely s i s ters  
SARAH and VICTORIA HICKS.  (Rest  in peace) .  - a brokenhear ted Liverpool  
support er .
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E l e c t i o n  T e r m  1 9 8 8

Depar tures  were:  Kate Alvarez ,  Mel i ssa  Chapman,  Lucien Clayton ,  Dominic 
Connol ly,  Daniel  Doul ton,  Dominic Ear le,  Just in Gover ,  Antonia  Grey,  Toby 
Hewit t ,  Andrew Horne,  Mat thew Lickierman,  Tom Manderson,  Alex Mosley,  
Michael  Sparkes .

P l a v  T e r m  1 9 8 8

Alastair  McCleish was Head of House. 
Fraser  Ingham was Head of Hall .

Moni tor  in charge of  Buckenhi l l :  Shab Mustapha.  
Moni tor  in charge of  Fernie:  Tim Buchanan.
Boarding moni tors:  Wi l l i am Hamlyn,  Daniel  Themen.  
Day monitors:  Zen Thompson,  Lai la Manji ,  Sean O'Hara.

Arr ivals :  E.Havranek,  M.Kim,  Fe l i c i ty  Fal lon,  Kat ie Taylor ,  K. At i cha tpong,  
J . Boyc e - Cam,  A . Cr a i g - Ha l l ,  J . Es f and i ,  S .Grant ,  A . J a gge r - Az i z ,  J . J e nn i ngs ,  
R.Pagan,  A.Pat terson,  A.Park,  D.Rhode,  J.Scot t-Lewis

L e n t  T e r m l 9 8 9

James Pember ton became a house moni tor .

E l e c t i o n  T e r m 1 9 8 9

The moni tor ia l  remained the same.
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Chris Bren t
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The G r a n t ’s House  Concert

You could feel the buzz in the 
a i r  w h e n  t he  l o n g - a w a i t e d  d a y ,  
Februa ry  15th,  f i na l ly  a r r i ved  - the 
Grant ' s House Concert!

The  f i r s t  p i e c e ,  " S t e l l a  by 
Star l ight" ,  was in t roduced by a non- 
Grant i te , Mike Seed ("the Sax Man").  
Looking at the res t  of  the band,  with 
Tom Debenham on bass and Fabian 
B a i r d  on d r u m s ,  I t h o u g h t  f o r  a 
moment  I was in the wrong concer t .  
But  then Zen Thompson ' s  "sa tchmo" 
s tyle  led us to our  o the r  man,  Dan 
Themen.  The tune was car r i ed  in turn 
by Mike ,  Tom and Zen un t i l  Mike  
b ro u g h t  the p i e c e  to a c l o se  "a la 
Roll ins."

In s tark cont ras t  to "Stel la",  
O l i ve r  Hicks  used  his  m a g n i f i c e n t  
v o i c e  to s e r e n a d e  J a k e  W i l l i a m s '  
composi t ion "Into Town".  The closest  
you can get  to ca tagor iz ing this type 
of music is to cal l  it "elect ronic funk" 
as J a k e  s h o w e d  in h i s  r e l a x e d  
synthesized solos.

The Tr io sona t a  in C Major  
began  wi th  two v i o l i n s ,  p l a y e d  by 
Michae l  Par ry and Adam Park.  This  
was f o l l owe d  by the r i ch  sound of  
Nick Linton ' s  cel lo and the p leasant  
me lodies  of  Or l ando Swayne  on the 
piano.  It was a well  per formed piece 
with par t i cu la r ly  impress ive  t r i l l s .

T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  a l a r g e  
number  of  solo pieces ,  far  too many 
to comment  on ind i v idua l ly ,  but  the 
g e n e r a l  s t a n d a r d  was  e x c e l l e n t .  
Grant ' s  House appea r s  to cons i s t  of  
some real ly t a lented musicians!

When i t  f i n i s h e d ,  e v e r yo n e  
f e l l  s i l e n t  as  Mr C l a r k e  t o o k  the

l i m e l i g h t .  He e x p l a i n e d  the  
di f f i cul t i es  of  organi s ing such a show 
( t h o u g h  no e x c u s e s  were  n e e d e d ! ) ,  
and t ha nked  the mus ic  d e p a r t m e n t  
f o r  t h e i r  i n v a l u b l e  a i d .  The  
organiser s ,  Ti l ly Frankl in ,  Adam Park 
and Miss  Middle ton  ( that  bas t i on  of  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  m a t h s  
d e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  a G r a n t ' s  h o u s e  
tutor)  all  r ece ived  thanks  for  coping 
so well  with the monumenta l  task of  
r un n i n g  the show.

T h e  f o r m a l  p a r t  o f  t he  
e v e n i n g  ov e r ,  the  h o n o u r e d  g u e s t s  
s t ampeded to room 21 (or is it 163?) 
fo r  r e f r e s h m e n t s  p r o v i d e d  by o u r  
e v e r  f l e x i b l e  m a t r o n .  As w e l l  as 
dea l i ng  wi th Gr an t i t e  i l l - he a l t h  and 
menta l  i n s t a b i l i t y ,  Be l i nda  is not  a 
bad cook!

It  was  a p i t y  t h a t  so few 
p e o p l e  h a d  t u r n e d  up to w a t c h ,  
a l t hough Mr Summe r sc a l e ' s  p r esence  
was well  appreciated.

H ouse  c o n c e r t s  a r e  a g r e a t  
t radi t ion.  They force in t e r -house  c o 
o p e r a t i o n  and e n c o u r a g e  i n d i v i d u a l  
musical  skil ls to surface.  I 'm al ready 
pract i c ing for next  year ,  but  don ' t  let  
that  put  you off  coming.

P.D. Conway
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Foot bal l

Even  t ho u g h  bo t h  Danny  and S i mon  G l a s s e r  
s cored in the Xl - a - s i de  we did not  do wel l .  Tim was 
injured but  played anyway , the Head of  House made an 
appearance and we st i l l  had the younges t  side.  In goal ,  
was Anthony Jagger -Aziz  who usual ly plays  as a forward 
in the Under 14s. However ,  we made it to the Semi-Final  
in the 4-a-s ide  and we won the j un i or  sect ion wi th both 
Marc,  Dominic ,  Anthony and Simon p laying ex t remel y  
well.

Dan Glassar

Hous e  Cr i c k e t  C o mp e t i t i o n  
Gr ant ' s  VS L i dde l l ' s

T’was a s tar-s tudded cast  that emerged out  of  the 
pavi l ion on to the field,  with Will Hamlyn as the not-so 
c o n f i d e n t  c a p t a i n ,  and J ohn  D u d d i n g  as hi s  b a t t i n g  
par tner .  They were faced with only two problems;  the 
f i r s t  was  the  i n f a m o u s  Joe  C o g a n ,  t he  s e c o n d  was 
supposedly the best  bowler  in the school .

Things did not  turn out  at all bad however ,  with 
G r a n t s '  r e n e g a d e s  h o l d i n g  ou t  u n t i l  t he  l a s t  o v e r .  
"Hercules"  Hamlyn and his par tne r  began with a couple  
of  i mp r es s i ve  b lows ,  but  then the o p p o s i t i o n  s t ruck .  
Slowly but  successful ly,  our ranks took thei r  toll .

Not much could be done against  their  two 1st XI 
p l a y e r s .  They s t ayed  in ba t  for  a eons ,  k n o c k i n g  the 
b r a i n s  ou t  o f  F r a n c i s  L a n d .  The  o n l y  w i c k e t  f e l l  
d e s e r v e d l y  to Marc  A n d e r m a n .  T h e  o u t c o m e  was  
predic tab l e ,  and soon Clarke ' s  heroes  were making thei r  
way back to base.  The new faces in the team were not  
real ly given a chance to show their  ski l l s ,  except  for the 
wicket -keeper  who somehow managed to stop every bal l ,  
well ,  near ly,  well done anyhow David.

Final ly it is a sad and s incere "adieu" to Will  
Hamlyn and Zahid Bi lgrami ,  who made thei r  last  s tand at 
the Bat t le of Vincent  Square.

Joe Lipar i
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I n t e r - H o u s e  S w i m m i n g  C o m p e t i t i o n
L e n t  '89

With the absence of  Sean O ’Hara,  the Grant ' s  
team was r educed  to three  members :  Er ik Havranek,  
Nader  Akle and Jason Scot t -Lewis.  This team swam very 
well ,  Er ik e i ther  winning or coming second in his two 
e v e n t s  w h i l e  N a d e r  a n d  J a s o n  e n j o y e d  m o d e r a t e  
success  in thei r s ;  and with a very good per formance  in 
the relay the f inal  pos i t ion was thi rd.

Nader Akle

A t h l e t i c s  S p o r t s  d a y  1 9 8 9

H a v i n g  begun  the day in the f ace  of  many 
s m a l l  u n p l a n n e d  d i s a s t e r s -  i t  t h e n  r an  a b o u t  as 
smoothly as a Bri l lo Pad across sand paper.  Amidst  the 
c h a o s  a n d  i n j u r i e s  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  g o o d  
pe r f o r ma nces ;  no tab ly  Tom Mar t i n ' s  unforeseen  f i rs t  
place in the shot  put t .  Comple te ly  unknown to anyone 
the i n t e rmed i a t e s  were  doing ex t remely  well ;  f inal ly 
c omi ng  s e c o n d  - and mos t  s u r p r i s i n g  of  al l  Gran t s  
p i c k e d  up the  b r o n z e  m e d a l  b e h i n d  L i d d e l l ' s  and  
Wrens!

( U n f o r t u n a t e l y  M a t t h e w  L i c k i e r m a n ' s  h igh  
jump record  was beaten by three people;  i nc luding our 
own Alex Perry) .

Chris Brent

Ha n d b a l l

Las t  year ,  ha l f  way through the summer  term 
the seven members  of  the house handbal l  team s tepped 
onto Green wi thout  a single clue how to play the game.  
From a b s o l u t e l y  s l a u g h t e r i n g  R i g a u d ' s  in the f i r s t  
round;  the team,  captained by Bijan Hedayat i ,  made it to 
the f inal ,  where,  one man down,  we lost  to Busby' s.

The secre t  to our  success :  we never  ac tual ly  
found out  what  the rules  were.

Chris Brent
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Season ' s  Gree t i ngs

Prologue

Whi le browsing through the fi les of  Fr iends of  Grant ' s  we di scovered  
some l e t t e r s  bound  in a red r ibbon .  Being n a t u r a l l y  i n q u i s i t i v e  we spen t  
hours r eading  the l e t t er s  which made up a f a sc ina t ing  ch ron ic l e  of  Amer ican 
life in the 1980's comparable to that  of America in the 30's in Steinbeck' s  'The 
Grapes  of  Wrath' .  They promise  to have warmth,  int r igue and a joke  in the 
final one.  We give you 'The Welburbs ' .

The Edi tor s  have fel t  it necessary  to i nc lude  va r ious  comment s  to 
make these t r ansa t l ant i c  l e t ters  ful ly comprehendib l e  and do not  forget  the 
Amer ican accent  on r eading  them.

Dear Friends,

Season ' s  Greet ings  from the Welburbs .  We've had a wonder ful  year  
blessed with good heal th and watching two fine boys mature.

Biff  is now a "cool" sixth grader  with gir ls jus t  beginning to occupy 
his mind.  Footba l l  was his spor t  this fal l  but  he dec ided pain was no fun.  
However ,  since the gi r l s  l ike footbal l  players ,  he is r econs ider ing his footbal l  
ca r ee r  (nice to see Amer ican parent s  value sexual  s t ereot ypes  so highly) .

Brad is in the second grade and is growing like a weed . He is the 
typical  younger  brother ,  cons tan t ly  looking for ways to get  his older  bro ther  
in t rouble.  Why,  only the other  day (cut  the mock d ia l ogue .  We know thi s  
took hours  to wr i t e ) we caught  him in Brad' s  infamous  red basebal l  j a cke t  
set t ing off  for his mathe teacher ' s  house with a .45. Natural ly  we told him that  
we did not  object  to his disposing of  his teachers  in this way but  that  t rying to 
f rame his bro ther  for  murder  was agains t  the fami ly code,  (n i ce )

Maxisoup cont inues  to prosper  and grow f rui t ful ly.  Bus iness  and civic 
act ivi t ies  take David away from home too of ten al though he did manage to try 
his hand at Whi tewater  raf t ing down the Yukon - Bi f f  and Brad went  along for 
the r ide and they real ly loved it. I s tayed at Base Camp and f ixed a picnic 
which the others  took once they'd rescued Sandy from his ove r tu rned  kayak.  
Davi s ’s also taken up soccer  for the fi rst  t ime,  s tar t ing with an in t ens ive  s tudy 
of the rules  and cont inues  to nurse var ious  aches and sprains .  (Wel l  no one  
said you had to do it.)

As a fami ly we cont inue to enjoy the beauty of  the North West  with 
some h ik ing .  We wish you happy ho l i days  and a p r o s pe r ous ,  hea l t hy  new 
year.  (Whatever  happened to "Merry Chr i s tmas  and a Happy  New Year"? I 
mean why do we have to be prosperous?  Why all  the emphas i s  on mater ia l  
weal th? Why are we so bi t ter?)  O
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Dear Friends,

Once again the Welburbs  are on the move.  As much as we loved the 
Nor th West ,  the i r r e s i s t i b l e  draw to our  Kentucky roots  f inal ly proved too 
strong.  Hazard,  my home town,  has evolved into a lovely ci ty with much civic 
pr ide  (GLOSSARY: tidy sidewalks).  On the day of  move #9 it was ninety-f ive 
percent  humidi ty  and as wi th our  usual  luck the hot t es t  day on record.

The boys held up during the move like champs.  David and I loved to 
s t and  on the porch  on those  long  summer  eve n i ng s ,  arm in a rm,  smi l ing  
proudly as they pract i se  thei r  Karate in the back yard.  Sadly though David left  
this morning to dr ive up to Yel lowstone Nat ional  Park in the 4 by 4 so that  he 
could lend his hand to the f i r e - f i ght ing.

Anyway what  are you all accompl i sh ing?

Sorry,  we were wrong about the joke  in the f i n a l  le t ter ,  it must  have 
emigrated to Cuba.

A year  later:

Old Grant i t e  Club News
The Old Grant i t e  Club Dinner  was held in Ashburnham Dining Room 

on Tuesday,  November  29, 1988. The President ,  Mr. F.D.Hornsby presided.  The 
guests of honour  were the Housemaster ,  Mr C.Clarke,  and the House Tutors.  
Those at tending were:  His Honour,  Judge M.Argyle,  M.B. Mr C.Brown,  J.H. 
Carey,  A.Cheyne,  D.F.Cunl i ffe,  J .N.Durnford,  D.C.Grieve,  A.C.Hornsby,  J.S. 
I n g h am ,  D . B . I n g l i s ,  A . S . K e m p ,  G . K e y n e s ,  V . L e v i s o n ,  N . M a c k a y ,  G.B.  
P a t t e r s o n ,  P . N . R a y ,  S . R o d w a y ,  M . R u g m a n ,  R . S h u t e ,  D . Va n  R e s t ,  A. 
Winckwor th,  J.S .Woodworth.

The Pres ident  proposed the toast  of Floreat  to which the Housemaster  
responded.
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O b i t u a r i e s

Dr. Antony Julian Croft  (1938-  43 G) On February 27th 1988.  
Aged 62.

"A.J." was an enthusias t i c  cont r ibutor  to music at the school  dur ing 
the war.  He moved to Chris tchurch Col lege,  Oxford in 1943 as an Exhibi t ioner  
in Phys i c s .  His degree  and D. Phi l  in low t e mp e r a t u r e  p h y s i c s  l ed to a 
permanent  admini s t r a t i ve  post  in the Clarendon Labora tory  at  Oxford where 
he remained unt i l  his death.  Dur ing the last  twenty- four  years of  his l i fe he 
was bl ind but  cont inued to work at the Clarendon.  For  some years he assessed 
res taurants  for the Good Food Guide,  his sense of taste perhaps been enhanced 
by his b l i ndnes s .  Desp i t e  his d i s ab i l i t y  he des i gned  and set  up a cen t r a l  
un i ve r s i t y  t e l e phone  excha nge  at  Oxford  which led the way to a mode rn  
system which came into operat ion in Apri l  1988.  In the last  few years  of  his 
l i fe he wrote ,  wi th the help of his wife  Margare t ,  a h i s tory  of  phys i cs  at 
Oxford.  He was fol lowed up Grant ' s between 1945 - 1975 by his brother  and five 
Crof t  cousins  and nephews .

D.N. Croft (1945 - 50 G)

Miles Howard Prance On March 9th 1989. Aged 88.

Miles  was  ' U p - G r a n t ' s '  du r in g  the F i r s t  Wo r ld  War .  On l e a v i n g  
Westmins ter  he took up ar t i c les  and became an admit ted sol ic i tor  j o in ing  his 
father ' s  firm in about  1923.

An ardent  Ter r i t o r i a l  wi th the Eas t  Sur rey Reg i men t  Mi les  s e rved  
throughout  the Second World War  and re turned  with the rank of  Major  from 
the Middle East  to run the family firm.

Some years later  he jo ined Englef ie ld & Tobin as a Par tner  remaining 
with them as a c onsu l t an t  and holder  of  a P rac t i s i ng  Ce r t i f i c a t e  unt i l  his 
death.  He r e t i r ed from par tne r sh ip  at the age of seventy-one .

His wife Phyl l i s  died two years ear l ier  and he leaves a daughter  Hazel  
and two sons,  Miles and Thane.  Beagl ing was his greates t  leisure past ime.  He 
was a member  of his local  Beagles for some seventy- f ive years and at one t ime 
Marshen of  the Worces t er  Park and Buckland Beagles .  His other  interes t s  were 
the local  preservat ion society,  being chai rman of  Reigate  Socie ty in its early 
days.  Al though immobi le  in his last  two years he l ived a r emarkably  full  l i fe 
for one of  his age with a long and deep af fect ion for his school .  He proudly 
wore tie,  scarf  and blazer  badge unt i l  his last  day.  Indeed his or iginal  blazer  
was only discarded . threadbare,  a year  ago.  He was wear ing his badge on the 
day he died.

Hazel  Mckay  (nee Pr an c e )
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A Very Rare Early 17th Century Wine Goblet

Unmarked,  British, probably Scottish,  c. 1625
Height :

e ight and a quarte r  inches.
Ex. Collection :

Mr. John Girdwood of Edinburgh.
Bibl. Connoisseur :

'Some silver belonging to 
Mr. John Girdwood of Edinburgh 

by W.W. Watts
(Curator of Metalwork, V & A Museum).

Marked Price £22 ,000 .00  
Price  to the Museum £18 ,000 .00

9 Halkin Arcade, Motcomb Street,  London SW1 
Telephone:  01-235 6604




