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THE PAST YEAR. 

• ,. 
WITHOUT having achieved any very brillian 
success during the past year, Westminster ha! 
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surprised and shocked at the effect which s ∎  
elevation,' freedom from stagnation,' &c., 
had on Westminster Racquets. We suppos 
shall be told that the subscription is too h 
but is it any higher than of yore ? or can 
true, as some pessimists contend, that the n 
bers of the School , are less wealthy tha 
former days ? Mysterious rumours are ab 
concerning Fives Courts, to be constructe 
some conjecture, at the back of No. 18 
according to others, in the garden of . 
burnham House. Of all this we, of co 
know nothing, but, in the language of 
Society papers, we give the story for wh 
is worth.' 

The Debating Society's occupation 
almost gone when a Conservative Min 
came in, and it could no longer amuse itsel 
censuring the policy of the Government, 
had to content itself with passing vote 
confidence (which are not half so excit 
However, it is rallying to its old work this 7 
with all the more ardour. 

The Literary Society is as flourishing 
popular as ever. As the success of this in 
tion has been so marked, and as its men 
are necessarily very much restricted, why sli 
not some enterprising brain devise and org 
another society of the same sort, for the ac, 
modation of the many good readers and 
lovers of Shakespeare, who would doubtle 
only too glad of an opportunity of disple 
their talents ? 

The Bell-ringers also are most energetic 
persevering. We often think, as we 6heal 
clanging, and banging, and jangling that m 
the tower of St. Margaret's Church rocl 
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request, consented to part. While at Huntingdon 
melancholy fit was again creeping over Cowper, wh 
he fortunately made the acquaintance of the Unwii 
whom he characterises as the most agreeable peof 
imaginable, quite sociable and free from the cereni 
nious civility of gentlefolks.' The Rev. Morl 
Unwin had formerly been master of the Huntingd 
Grammar School, and had been presented in 1742 
the living of Grimston. On his marriage with Ma 
Cawthorne, the daughter of a draper in Ely, he ga 
up his living and returned to Huntingdon, where ] 
took and prepared pupils for Cambridge. Cowp 
first struck up an acquaintance with William Cawthori 
Unwin, the son, which acquaintance soon blossom( 
into friendship ; and he afterwards requested ar 
persuaded the Unwin family to let him board and 
with them. At this time Cowper got into difficul 
respecting his money matters, having spent his who 
income for the year in one quarter ; but his relatio] 
once more rendered him assistance, and an arrang 
ment was made whereby the money was to be paid 
Joseph Hill, a lawyer, a friend of Cowper's, a qua 
dam member of the Nonsense Club,' and so an o 
Westminster, who undertook to manage his moneta 
affairs for him. Some of his relations, however, d 
not subscribe the necessary money this time witho 
threats of discontinuing the allowance in the futur 
not approving of his retaining his servant lad, and 
his supporting a destitute child whom he had put I 
school, both of which objects of charity CoOper, con 
what might, absolutely declined to discard. Short 
after this he received an anonymous letter, fully a 
dorsing his conduct, and promising that if any of h 
income should be withdrawn it would be supplied I 
the writer. In the writer of this letter, a person wt 
loved him dearly,' there is little doubt one recognise 
his cousin Theodora. Mrs. Unwin, too, assured hi 
that in such an event he should share their home f 
one-half of the amount previously agreed upon. TI 
life there, of which he has left an account, w 
pleasing to Cowper, and the place suited him we 
He writes 6  T dn really think it is the most agreenh 
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introduction before leaving, foreseeing as he did 
Cowper would not care for the incoming curate ; 
it proved a happy one. The two became great fnes 
though unable, owing to Mr. Bull's duties, to r 
often. Cowper playfully called this new fri 
carissinze taurorum.' 

After recovering from his illness Cowper rec 
menced his correspondence, and composed some s 
poems, being continually urged by Mrs. Unwii 
more extensive efforts. At her suggestion he w 
The Progress of Error,' which was followed 
Truth," Table-talk,' and Expostulation.' Coy 

now thought of publishing his poems, and reque 
Mr. Newton to find out a suitable publisher. 
suggested his own publisher, John Johnson, 
accepted the MS., and undertook all risk. Be 
printing it, however, he thought it would take bett € 

being enlarged. So Cowper wrote for the volume 
additional poems of Hope' and Charity.' To 
period also belongs Conversation ' and Retirem , 

 This was his first trial of the public feeling, and on 
book being issued he sent a copy of it to his 
friends Thurlow, now Lord Chancellor, and Colm 
but neither of them had the courtesy or good man 
to acknowledge its receipt. Nettled, and with g 
reason, at their conduct, his feelings found their 
in the Valediction.' The Olney Hymns, the j 
production of Cowper and John Newton, were 
lished in r 779. 

It chanced one day, during the year 178r, that 
ladies came to Olney for the purpose of shop' 
With one of them, the wife of a Mr. Jones, the de 
man at Clifton Reynes in the neighbourhood, Co` 
claimed a slight acquaintance • but it was her c 
panion who chiefly attracted the attention of Cow 
so much so that he persuaded Mrs. Unwin to ask t 
both in to tea. The invitation was given, and accer 
when Cowper repented through shyness of having 
cured their company; but the formality of introduc 
once over, he was enchanted with his new visitor. 
this chance meeting the world is much indebted, 
IN-1 to the composition of Cowner's immortal bath 
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His death was a severe blow to both the mother ar 
the friend, and his loss was much felt. 

Cowper now set himself to work again at 1- 
translation of Homer, which had been commence 
some twelve months before, and he laboured at 
assiduously. Johnson published it in 1791, givi] 
the translator £i,000 for it, and leaving the cop 
right in him. He also endeavoured to persuade hi 
to edit and annotate an edition of Milton, whi, 
was to be illustrated by Fuseli ; but Cowper dislik( 
the task, and declined to do it. The opinions of tl 
critics on his translation are of a varying kind, son 
praising, some decrying it. Among the former m 
be mentioned Southey, who deemed it ' the bf 
version of the great poet' produced at that time. 

For the third time Cowper was subject to 
attack of insanity, which fortunately proved of she 
duration, and he recovered from it in about eig 
months, but not before he had made another atteir 
to prematurely curtail the period of his natu 
life. 

John Johnson, the grandson of the Rev. Rod 
Donne, a maternal uncle of Cowper's, sought him c 
in the first month of 1790, and was warmly welcom 
by him. Johnson was an undergraduate at Cambrid, 
and to him Cowper was greatly indebted for his kir 
ness in the last illness of the poet. His esteem a 
regard for Cowper was great ; and on his return 
Norfolk he carried away many pleasant thoughts 
his poet-cousin. He also took back word to 
aunt, Mrs. Anne Bodham, that Cowper still retair 
an affectionate remembrance of her. Mrs. Bodh 
thereupon wrote to Cowper, sending him the ports 
of his mother, on the receipt of which he penned thy 
beautiful, universally-admired lines to which we IN 
before adverted. 

Of the last decade of Cowper's life there is Hi 
to record. We have already mentioned two of 
chief incidents of this period. In the winter of I, 
Mrs. Unwin was seized with paralysis, which affect 
both her body and mind ; and this new trial, adc 
to the inna and great strain ranged hv his Honnf 
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time for some annually recurring events mug 
necessity be altered. The sports are to take pla( 
April 5th and 6th, the Monday and Tuesday b 
the School breaks up. The date of the football n 
between T.B.B. and Q.S.S., which has hitherto 
played on the Wednesday week before Easter, ha 
yet been fixed. The remaining annual fixture, v 
falls in what used to be the ' Election Term,' is 
Concert ; we believe that this has now been t 
ferred to the beginning of the Summer Term. 

The Charterhouse match this year takes pla 
Vincent Square on Saturday, February 27th. 
School team has not been quite so successful this 
as it was in the corresponding part of last, 
the record is very creditable, the card showing 
victories against only five defeats. A very mz . 

 improvement was noticeable in the team at the 
of last term, and if this continues, it ought to 
up well on the appointed day, especially as it will 
the advantage of knowing the ground. The 
matches for this term are as follows :- 

Sat., Jan. 3o  . 	. v. Old Harrovians. 
Wed., Feb. 3  . 	 .  v. Casuals. 
Sat. 	„ 	6  . 	 .  v. Old Carthusians. 
Wed. „ to  . 	 .  v. Clapham Rovers. 
Wed. „ 17  . 	 .  v. Swift's. 
Sat. 	„ 29  . 	 .  v. Brentwood. 
Wed., Mar. 3  . 	 .  v. Old Westminsters. 
Sat. 	„ 	6  . 	 .  v. Old Etonians. 
Wed. „ to  . 	 .  v. Old Foresters. 
Sat. 	„ 13  . 	 .  v. Old Wykehamists. 
Wed. „ 17  . 	 .  v. Ashburnham Rovers. 
Sat. 	„ 20 . 	 .  v. Old Brightonians. 

The Ashburnham Rovers have to wait till Feb. 
to play their tie with the Pilgrims. It is a rule c 
London Cup Competition that the final and 5 
final ties must be played at the Oval, which has 
engaged for all suitable days up to that time. 

By the collection which was made at the fe 
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and goal-keeper no end of trouble. The visitors' 
wing, however, made an incursion, and Man charg 
Currie fell and sustained a slight injury, which unfor 
nately prevented him from taking further part in 
match, and necessitated a stoppage in the game fo ' 

few minutes. On resuming the Harrovians fell 
pieces, and Hurst obtained two more goals for 1 
School, one of which he put through after dribbl 
the ball the whole length of the ground. For 1 

visitors, Law and Mason back, and Farmer and K 
loch forward were best, while Kendall in goal sal , 

 several very hot shots. For the School, all the forwa] 
played a sound game, and Barwell and Harrison ba 
were beyond all praise. Grant-Wilson in goal 1- 

 not much to do, but he saved one shot that look 
like a certain goal. The sides were— 

OLD HARROVIANS. 

M. J. Rendall (goal), A. G. Topham and Rev. W. I 
(backs), G. Mason and J. D. Whittaker (half-hacks), J. 
Farmer, H. G. Kinloch, C. E. Broughton, J. C. Hill, 
Stevens, C. E. Currie, and another (forwards). 

WESTMINSTER SCHOOL. 
C. W. Grant-Wilson (goal), C. S. W. Barwell and E. 

Man (backs), S. Petrocochino, H. Harrison, and J. E. Ph 
more (half-backs), C. J. N. Page (capt.), A. R. Hurst, R. 
Sandilands, C. Gibson, and P. C. Probyn (forwards). 

WESTMINSTER SCHOOL v. CASUALS. 
Tins match was played on Wednesday, February 
in miserable weather, rain falling throughout the gar 
The School won the toss, and Dr. Smith kicked 
for the visitors, who brought an exceedingly strc 
team. The School was considerably weaker tl -
when we played Old Harrovians, having lost the s 
vices of E. Man and Grant Wilson (in goal). 1 
School played six forwards, which was a failu 
Holden-White having got hold of the ball took 
rapidly down the right, but failed in his shot ; 
making a fresh start Hurst dribbled well down 
centre, passed to Sandilands, but Wetton who pia) 
finely during the game managed to return it. Paws •._ 	- 	• , 	, 
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THE DEBATING SOCIETY 

THE house met on November 19, and the debar 
Vivisection' was continued. 

Mr. BARWELL declared that humanity had 
been benefited by vivisection, which had 
saved a human life. The nature of animals 
different from that of man--for instance, a dog's I 
was not like a man's ; and, therefore, results obt 
from experiments on animals could not be utilis, 
the case of man. Mr. Bompas had said that and 
who opposed vivisection on the ground that 
open to abuse must be a teetotaller. He clic 
think so, for in the one case you only ha' 
yourself; while the other involved the tortux 
innocent animals. 

Mr. CUMING, after denying Mr. Bompas's argu 
that we never come in contact with animals wil 
causing them pain, went on to say that the cas 
the surgeon and the vivisector were not similar, fc 
former was sure of doing good, while the latter 
only the barest chance. He did not agree wit' 
statement that in the case of vivisection the 
justified the means, for that end was not the go( 
mankind, but each vivisector merely tried to su 
his neighbours, without any higher thoughts. 
good could come from evil, and animal pain 
sheer, unmitigated evil. Not only did vivise 
experiment on the lower animals, but even on crea 
endowed with such sensibility as dogs. No disc( 
was worth selfishness, which alone could induce 
one to favour vivisection. 

Mr. PROBYN, Mr. Roos, Mr. CLARKE, and 
BOMPAS then spoke, and the house divided of 
motion, the result being 15 votes for the me 
and i8 against. The motion was, therefore, lo: 
3 votes. 

On November 26 the Society met to discuss 
Erskine's motion—' That, in the opinion of this h 
a modern education is preferable to a classical o 
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occasion in a jig by Leonard. This he played wi 
great accuracy and spirit, so that he was obliged 
repeat it. The same would have undoubtedly be 
Mr. Ranalow's fate, who followed with Pinsuti's ‘Sle , 

 on,' had not the previous encores swelled the pi 
gramme to an alarming extent. Mr. Hallett's thi 
piece, A Legend of Holland,' was exceeding: 

 taking, the humour of the piece being wonderfu 
brought out by the mock solemnity with which it w 
delivered. A lusty chorus brought to an end a p( 
formance certainly above the average of the term. 

This term the Glee Club have decided to contini 
their entertainments in a slightly modified for, 
Owing to the approach of the Concert there is i 
time to practise glees, all available voices in the sin 
ing classes being occupied in preparation for ti 
choruses to be given on that occasion. The glee 
therefore, which, indeed, never formed the most su 
cessful parts of the performances up-School, have nc 
been dropped almost entirely ; so that the Socie 
belies its name, as most varieties of music are intl., 
duced with the exception of the glee singing, whit 
it was the original intention of the Society to promot 
The first performance under the new arrangement toc 
place on Wednesday, February 3, and opened wil 
a quartet, the parts in which were taken by R. 
Bellairs, F. M. Yglesias, C. Eccles, and R. 
Olivier. The individual singing was good, but ti 
want of combination showed that the quartet ha 
scarcely received the attention which might well haN 
been bestowed upon so beautiful a piece of writir 
as Hatton's Softly fall the shades of evenin 
The success of the entertainment was, without doub 
due to the kind assistance of Mr. T. S. Oldham, wh 
gave two recitations with great success. The first wz 
Mrs. Alexander's Burial of Moses.' The lady i 
question can hardly be called a first-class poet—c 
poetess—but the piece chosen by Mr. Oldham 
taking, and is perhaps the best known of its author 
works. It certainly lost nothing of its beauty in th 
recitation. The next event on the programme was 
song. by M_ V_ White_ ' Absent_ vet Present' given h 



To 	 THE 

judge from the frequent applause and laughter, 
were amused as well as interested. The Cano 
plained at the beginning that he would ha , 

 speak chiefly of his own experiences, which, in 
proved more pleasant to listen to than they must 
been to undergo. When he was first presented 
living in the East End, that part of London was 
more neglected than it is now. The first diff 
which he had to contend with was the almost 
absence of schools. His predecessor in the 
had endeavoured to found some kind of school 
without much success. He found the poor chi 
as high and mighty' about their schoolfellows .a 
children of the higher classes ; for instance, 
would refuse to come at all because some of 
companions had no shoes and stockings. 
these circumstances it was necessary to start nc 
than three kinds of schools : one for the sho 
another for the aristocracy of the neighbourl 

.  and a third for those who could not afford 
to the more expensive establishment,' and yet, 
happy possessors of shoes and stockings, conk 
lower themselves by associating with others 
fortunate in this respect. These enterprises 
rendered more difficult by the lack of funds ; bt 
help of a few influential friends soon set the scl 
going, and when once started they were self-suppa 

One of the first duties was, of course, to ge 
people to take more interest in religion, and witl -
end in view he determined to hold service in 
church every day. In this he was hindered b: 
want of elasticity in the Church service of that 
which has now been partly obviated. As the v 
morning service with the Psalms and both the le: 
was more than the ordinary East-ender had tire 
inclination to listen to, the services were atte 
chiefly by a few old women, whom it sounded r 
inappropriate to address as Dearly beloved bra') 
Still he persevered, and it was not till after a s 
years' trial that he finally decided to give of 
attempt. 
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ON Wednesday, January 27, occurred the death 
of John Edward Cornwallis Rous, second Earl 
of Stradbroke, Viscount Dunwich, and Baron 
Rous of Dennington, Suffolk. The late Earl 
was born in 1794, and was sent to Westminster 
under Dr. Carey. He cannot have remained 
long at the School, as he entered the Coldstream 
Guards in 181o, in which regiment he saw ser-
vice in the Peninsular War under Wellington, 
and was present at the battles of Salamanca 
Vittoria, the Nive, and Nivelle, and the sieges o 
Burgos and St. Sebastian, as well as in many less 
important actions. He resigned his comrnissior 
in 1817, but accepted a colonelcy in the Easi 
Suffolk Militia shortly afterwards, which he helc 
till 1844. His connection with the School 
however, did not cease when he left, as he helc 
the office of Steward at the annual Westminster 
dinner in 1825, Earl Beauchamp and Couni 
Alfred de Vaudreuil being among his colleagues 
Two years after, in 1827, he succeeded his 
father in the earldom. He was not married til 
1857, when he was already 63 years of age. Hi! 
wife was the daughter of Sir Christopher Mus 
grave, Bart., of Eden Hall, Cumberland, b) 
whom he had issue an only son and five daughters 
who all survive him. For more than 4o year 
the late Earl had been Lord Lieutenant of the 
county of Suffolk and Vice-Admiral of the Coast 
He was father of the House of Lords at di( 
time of his death—an honour which now passe 
into the hands of Lord Eversley, who is only 
few days his junior. 

Westminster has lost another of its veteral 
alumni—perhaps the very oldest—by the deatl 
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QUERY. 
Can any of the readers of the Elizabethan te' 

what is the title of a book, mentioned in the li 
Lord Albemarle, which appeared in these colt 
some time ago, which contains an account of 
school days spent at Westminster ?—ANTIQUARY 

REPLY. 

THE CHAMBER OF THE CAPTAIN (ante, Vol. 
p. 287).—The chamber of the captain,' menti ,  
in Stanley's Memorials of Westminster Abbey 
are sorry to say existed only in the imaginatio 
the author of that interesting volume. The 
which he referred to was, we believe, a room occu 
by the Under Master before the erection of the h 
which is now inhabited by the Master of the Q. 
who, till quite recently, enjoyed that title as 
The mistake, doubtless, arose from the fact that 
Under Master used often, though incorrectly, t 
styled Prxrectus,' a title which belonged by 
to the Captain of the School, Hypodidasct 
being the proper appellation for the Under Mast 

orrespzithmte. 

SINGING IN ABBEY, 
To the Editor of ' The Elizabethan.' 

DEAR SIR,-I have frequently noticed in the services i 
Abbey on saints' days that there are very few, if any, c 
town boys who join in the hymns or responses, whict 
consequently sustained by the Queen's Scholars alone, 
being only forty in number, cannot do this by thems( 
There are several of the town boys who can sing well, 
think it is too bad that they should not join in the by 
There are practises (sic) for them, and those who go to sit 
can have no excuse for not knowing the hymns. 

Trusting that something may be done to excite the 
boys to join more heartily, 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 

S. S. R. 
[If, as our Correspondent seems to suppose, all the 
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